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Building No. 3578 provided 7.683 square feet of missile assembly 
shop space and 3,197 square feel of surveillance and insj 
shop space. The missile assembly shop activity was ass* 
with the short-range attack missile (SRAM) program, a 
provided for the transfer and preparation of missiles for 
operational use, It was also used for performing organizational- 
level maintenance involving component and subsystem 
replacement. The design and siting of the shop is standardised 
and is controlled by Air Force explosives quantity distance 
criteria. The surveillance and inspection shop activity included 
initial assembly, checkout, periodic inspection, and maintenance 
of nuclear weapons, missiles, and electro-optic (1 
bomb guidance kits. 

Building J3/s at Pl&ttshurgn Air  rorce  Base (Arb)  is being 
documented in accordance with HAER standards to mitigate for the 
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adverse effects oi trans 
from federal ownership.   The pro 
disposal and reuse of Plattsburgji 
Base Closure and Realignment 
stipulation of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the U.S. Air 

xt the New York State Historic Preservation Officer, and the 
Ivisory Council on Historic Preservation (October 2000), 
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The west facade has an infilled 
?d opening is a personnel door. To 
been infilled with concrete block. 
concrete block construction with a 
facade has a large overhead garage 

The rear side (east facade) has a series o 
since its construction.   Roughly centered 
doors on its north and south walls; to the 
oarage door.   Another overhead garage < 

■ersounel doors; a section 

various additions made to the 
this facade is a vehicle bay addition with overlie* 
lit of this vehicle hay is an offset section with an 
is located to the left of the center vehicle bay.   1 
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tuilding 357S has had several modifications* including; 

17 square-foot reentry vehicle bay was constructed off the south end of the buildinj 
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v me beginning o 
faring social, economic, and political vtev 
policy of containment which called for 

i the Soviet Unton and the Unite 
"Cold War" escalated, the Unite 

iiIH blocking of the expansion < 
Stales, b 
States it 
Soviet political and economic influence. Nuclear weapons, which had also developed at the end of Wor 
War II, held a signifr 
strong enough, could 

his conflict, but it was theorized that 
le enu or world 

can nuclear capability, if 

Un March if, iy<«>, the strategic Air Lommand (5AL.J was organized as one of trie inree new major 
commands in a reorganized Army Air Force. SAC was considered the "big stick" of U.S. National 
military strength, and was given the responsibility of delivering the atomic weapons. With the motto 
"peace is our profession" SAC was the physical realization of America's deterrence theory. 

established in 1947) embarked upon an expansive Cold War 
to make SAC operable. Air Force bases designated specifically for SAC were iden 

mstrueted) and became the critical instrument in SAC's mission opposing a significant 
to enemy aggression. Specially designed facilities were constructed at each of these installations, among 
which would have to be counted the Missile Assembly Shop. 

Building No, 3578 at PSartsburgh AFB was constructed in 1956 to support the SAC weapons delivery 
mission,   (t was an essential nan of Pittsburgh AFB Cold War era activities and a critical element of 

Copies ofas-built drawings for die Missile Assembly Sliop^ Building No. 3578, are archived at: 
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SKETCH PLAN - MISSILE ASSEMBLY SHOP 
(Pittsburgh Air Force Base, Building No, 3578) 

(Source; Pittsburgh AFB CAD File, Prepared by the United Stares Air Force, oa 2000) 
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